How Data Entry Works, using BMI.HTM as an example

A data entry structure is set up on the screen by a series of simple commands that are contained in BMI.HTM (for Body Mass Index)These define a NEWTABLE and set up ROWS that contain defined cells, for example:

The form definition is interpreted in OECommands.js and broken into two command arrays that specify what happens before and after entering an item in the table. The commands are used to dynamically construct a table on the screen, along with a special form called “inBox” that contains only one input field, called “entryfield”.  InBox is moved over the surface of the table so that entryfield  overlies the current field being entered.  

Estratum.js contains functions called StratumMoveInputTo(row,column), which looks at the field type (data versus various others) and does appropriate things, like popping a confirmation box if permission is needed and changing the color of the field, before moving the “inBox” into position.  

The currrent project is to add a fieldtype of “calendar” that will bring up the datepicker,  allow choosing a date,  and then, as with “data” fields, move on to the next “data” or “calendar” field.  If the fieldtype is “calendar”, my current code calls “addCalendar()” containing the following code:

function addCalendar()

  {

       jQuery(function() {



jQuery( "#entryfield" ).datepicker(

        {


 
    yearRange: '-99:+00',


 

changeMonth: true,




changeYear: true


 
}

        );

        jQuery("#entryfield").on('change', function(){ jQuery("#entryfield").focus() })


    }

        );

     alert("Thinking...");  //Improves the chances of datapicker actually binding and coming up

  };

This works sometimes on the first click in the calendar field, but at other times it requires a lot of clicking around and trial and error to get it to work.  After it works once, it is likely to continue working.

The “change”  event is needed to place the cursor in the date field after DatePicker has finished its work, and it appears to work well.

Because inBox is moved over the surface of the data entry page, the datepicker must be removed or disabled for fields that are not of  “calendar” type.  Unfortunately, the datepicker (“disable”) feature not only disables the calendar, but also prevents entry into the field—not desirable as the inBox visits subsequent fields. Hence, I am using the following function to remove the datepicker if the next field is not a calendar field:

function removeCalendar()

{

  jQuery("#entryfield").datepicker("destroy");

}

